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Orlando Gibons

Our scripture readings today once again remind us of eating and
drinking. Proverbs invites us, “Come, eat of my bread and drink of the
wine [ have mixed.” The Psalmist confirms, “Those who seek the Lord
lack no good thing.” Ephesians, on the other hand, warns us, “Do not get
drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit.”
And John relates Jesus’ prophecy to the Jews, “Those who eat my flesh
and drink my blood have eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last
day.”

Our Hymn of the Day, “Lord, Who the Night You Were Betrayed,”
with text by William H. Turton and tune by Orlando Gibbons is another
classic from the hymn repertoire. William H. Turton (1856-1938) was a
lieutenant in the British Royal Engineers with a great interest in
hymnody. In 1880 and 1881 he published two volumes titled, A Few
Hymns written by A Layman between the Festivals of All Saints. His hymn,
“0 Thou who at Thy Eucharist didst pray” was sung at St. Mary



Magdalene’s, Munster Square, N. W,, in the Anniversary Service of the
English Church Union, on June 22, 1881.

Lutheran Book of Worship sets Turton’s text to a tune—"“Song 1"—
by the great English composer, virginalist and organist of the late Tudor
and early Jacobean periods: Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625). As a young
man Gibbons sang in the Choir of King’s College, Cambridge, where his
brother served as choirmaster. He received a Bachelor of Music degree
in 1606 and subsequently was apppointed organist for King James .
Gibbons’ death at the age of 41 was sudden and many contemporaries
thought he died from the plague. An autopsy, however, revealed that he
died from other causes. His death on June 5% is regularly marked in
King’s College Chapel, Cambridge, by the singing of his music at
Evensong.

You can hear the Boy’s Choir of Truro Cathedral, United Kingdom,
sing Orlando Gibbons’ “Song 1” (with the text “The First Song of Moses”
by George Wither) on YouTube at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-1YolIDZcttl.

Sources

Holy Bible, New Revised Standard Version (Zonderfan: 1989)

LBW: Lutheran Book of Worship (Augsburg Publishing House: 1978)
WOV: With One Voice (Augsburg Fortress: 1995)

W&P: Worship & Praise Songbook (Augsburg Fortress: 1999)

ELW: Evangelical Lutheran Worship (Augsburg Fortress: 2006)
Wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.org

Hymnary.org: http://www.hymnary.org

GIA Publications: http://www.giamusic.com

Back to the index of “24 Essays on 24 Hymns":
http://henrydoktorski.com/Music_Director Notes.html.




