Morning class presented by Kirtanananda Swami Bhaktipada at the Radha-Muralidhara Temple at 25 First Avenue, New York City, on Friday June 25, 2004:

All Glories to His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada, our divine spiritual master, our eternal guide, our source of all benediction and blessings.
Before approaching the Tenth Canto, I feel it is very important that we make our hearts very open, very clean, for receiving the Lord. The Tenth Canto is the Supreme Personality of Godhead directly in the form of sound. It should not be approached without going through the first Nine Cantos, which are meant for purification. And it’s interesting that at the end of the ninth canto is the story of Durvasa Muni, who offended a Vaishnava. Although he went all over the universe, to Lord Brahma, to Lord Siva, even to Lord Vishnu, he could not gain shelter. There was no relief from his offense until he went to those whom he had offended. Then he was relieved. Then sudarshan chakra was calmed. 

Sukadeva Goswami says therein we see the glories of a Brahmin, of a Vaishnava. A real Vaishnava, who can forgive, who can beg forgiveness. I’m asking all of you to beg forgiveness for any offenses you have made, and I’m begging you to forgive me for any offenses I’ve committed. And I want to beg all the devotees at New Vrindaban, and everywhere else in the world to forgive me for the offenses I’ve committed. 

I want to read this letter. It begins with a poster, sticker, which Adi sent in. “Relax. Be patient. Just do the right thing. You’ll never regret it and the Good Lord will bless you.” It is a very nice poster. I want to follow it. I want to do the right thing. So I want you to hear this letter because I think it’s coming from Krishna. And I want you to accept it as coming directly from Krishna, and not say “Oh, he’s just envious.”

[Kirtanananda Swami reads some excerpts from a June 19, 2004 letter to him by his former disciple Henry Doktorski (Hrishikesh dasa), but he judiciously omits the highly-critical sections.] 
I am here today to ask forgiveness from all of you. For not being perfect. For being human. For making mistakes. For criticizing unjustly. For not always being truthful. For not always being a completely pure sannyasi.
Someone suggested that I should take my own life, but I don’t think that’s Prabhupada’s remedy. I never heard Prabhupada suggest that to anyone, no matter how low they had fallen. Prabhupada always said “Beg forgiveness, and do the right thing. Continue in devotional service.”
So I am begging your forgiveness and I’m begging the Vaishnavas everywhere for their forgiveness. I have not intentionally hurt anyone. Undoubtedly people have been hurt in the course of building New Vrindaban, trying to serve Prabhupada. But I think the best thing I can do is to pick myself up and try again. 

Now in the time that we have remaining [during this morning class] I think I’d like to hear from all of you some confessions, some begging for forgiveness. 
